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Berner Middle School Robotics Team  
 
On behalf on the Roslyn Robot Company I would like to congratulate the members of Team Elite 1337 on 
winning the Long Island Regional First Lego League Robotics Championship. This is no small 
accomplishment having had to compete with students from 40 school districts and other organizations. 
 
This is an exciting time for the field of robotics. For the past fifty years scientists have been struggling to bring 
artificial intelligence to fruition. Until very recently the results have been disappointing. Every year computers 
and electronics have been getting more powerful and less expensive. Finally the tipping point seems to have 
been reached and real robots are beginning to appear.  
 
When I was in middle school the world was a very different place. If I was doing research on robotics for 
instance, and wanted to know how batteries worked, I was not able to Google it. The internet wasn’t invented 
yet. I would go to the library and flip through the index cards in the card catalog under “Batteries” If I found a 
book “How Batteries Work” the card would tell me where on the shelves the book could be found. Often 
someone already had the book checked out though, and I would need to ask the librarian to reserve the book 
for me when it was returned. That could take a week or more.  
 
Computers and the internet have changed all that, and now in a few seconds I can find everything I ever 
wanted to know about batteries online. I remember when personal computers first appeared. We all knew that 
they would change our lives. Google, Youtube, and Facebook however, were things we couldn’t even imagine. 
I am part of the last generation that remembers the world before the internet. 
 
You are part of the last generation that will remember the world before robots. By the time your own children 
reach middle school, you will explain to them that when you went to school there was this person called a 
“Bus Driver”, a human that would actually sit in the bus and drive you to school. They will just look at you 
and say “Boy you’re old” 
 
The next ten years are going to be fascinating as we welcome the arrival of our new friends, the Robots. 
 
Congratulations again and good luck in Atlanta! 
 
Bob Kessler 
 
President – Roslyn Robot Company 
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